What is claimed is: 


\ 


A tie down system for use with a vehicle, said tie down system comprising: 
at least one mounting track associated with at least one side of a cargo carrying area; 

y \ V * 

at least one tie down member having one end fixed in a position on an opposing side of said at 
least one side, said tie do wn member having a terminal end with a coupling device thereon; 
at least one tie down anchor assembly, said at least one anchor assembly adjustably positioned m 
association with the mounting track at a location to allow the coupling device to be positively 
retained in association with the anchor assembly over said cargo carrying area. - N 

2. The tie down system of claim 1, wherein mounting tracks are provided on both sides of 
the cargo carrying area, 

3. The tie down syst^jn of claim 1, wherein said at least one mounting track is selected from 
the group consisting of double-L mounting tracks, C-channel mounting tracks, and integral 


mounting tracks formed in ^sociation with said vehicle. 
4. The tie dpwn system 



at least one 
a mounting 
a ho 
positively e: 
mounting 

5. The tie dclvn system c 
from the group consisting of s 


f claim 1, wherein said coupling device is a hook member and said 
wn anchor Assembly comprises a hook hanger comprising: 



having a profile conforming to said at least one mounting track; and 
ociqted with said mounting bracket, said hook anchor capable of 
g said hook member when said bracket is mounted on said at least one 


claim 1, wherein said at least one tie-down member is selected 


raps, ropes, chains, cables, and wires. 


A tie dowtti coupling system for a cargo control system, comprising: 
a body member secured in a desired position relative to at least one tie down member of a 
cargo control sys ;em, the tie doKvn member having a coupling device associated therewith; and 

a coupling anchor assoc ated with said body member to receive said coupling device and 
positively retain said coupling qevice with said body member regardless of the tension applied to 


said tie down member. 

7. The tie down coupling 

and said body member compri 



of claim 6, wherein said coupling device is a hook member 
rger comprising: 


a hook and5ojrcapable of positively engaging said hook member to restrain vertical and 
^Sjj^y horizontal movemenjWs^id hook member, 
^"^^r^. ^ ttX The tie dowd coupling system of claim 6, wherein said body member has a mounting 
structure for selective mounting relative to said cargo control system. 


o 


9. The tie down co 
having a profile confo: 

10. The tie down s 



( ( 

system of claim 8, wherein said mounting structure is a bracket 
ounting track associated with a vehicle, 
aim 9, wherein said bracket profile is configured to conform to 



a mounting track selected from the group consisting of double-L mounting tracks, C-channel 
mounting tracks, and imegral mounting tracks formed in association with said vehicle. 

1 . The ti| down coupling system of claim^ r further comprising a hook retainer which 
Substantially maintains the position of saidj^k^e^ to said hook anchor. 

The tie down coupling system o^claim 11, wherein said hook retainer comprises: 


12 



iine^^a 


a vertical-movement retainei(fi&pable of preventing substantial vertical movement of said 


hoolc 

->f$. The tie down coupling sy9iem of claim 11, wherein said hook retainer comprises: 

1 / ><>9V ^ 

a norizontal-movemenuretainb^pable of preventing substantial horizontal movement of said 

hoolTrelative to said bidy member. 
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*\ rotatable between a ho 


4. The tie down c :>upling system of claim 1 3, wherein said horizontal-movement retainer-^ 
comprises a retaining )ar which is selectively positionable to prevent movement of s aid ho ok ouy 
of engagement with s£ id hook anchor. 

1>T. The tie down c Kipling system of claim 13 wherein said horizontal-movement retainer is 


ik moun tmg position and a hookjgt aining posi tion 


The 


-of claim 13, wherein said horizontal-movement retainer comprises first 


and second r 
25 f horizontal mpver 
^ * member effe 


2 


leg members, said first retainer leg member effectively restricting substantial 

hoo^ ^gne horizontal direction, and said seco^^toiner leg 
estrictihg substantial horizontal movement of said hefok in the opposite 


horizontal dirq 
1 


lonJ 


10. 


The 


of claim 13, wherein said horizontal-movement retainer is lockable in a 


Jiook retaining/position. 


Th^l ^lJhan^ ^f claim 12, wherein said vertical-movement retainer comprises a hook 


^^ret^in& assembl^comprising a first wall positioned in spaced apart relationship to said hook 


yf^J/Cd ' ...... 

anchor to form aapspace adjacent said hook anchor in which a portion of said hook is received 
and a second wall extending toward saidjhook anchor to form an opening, wherein said second 
wall is positioned to contact tire h^okj ripr to release from the hook anchor to maintain 
engagement of the hook with tn£ bolly member. 



